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Long-Term Targets Addressed (Based on NYSP12 ELA CCLS) 

I can use information from the words to understand informational texts. (RI.3.7) 

I can use information from illustrations (maps, photographs) to understand informational texts. (RI.3.7) 

I can answer questions using specific details from the text. (RI.3.1)  

I can determine the meaning of unknown words in an informational text. (L.3.4) 

Supporting Learning Targets Ongoing Assessment 

• I can use information in the words and illustrations help me answer questions about the frog’s life cycle, skin, and 

habitat.  

• I can determine the meaning of new vocabulary using clues in the text around a word.  

• Questions from the Text (Life Cycle, Skin, 

Habitat) 

• Vocabulary Notebooks 
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Agenda Teaching Notes 

1. Opening 

A. Four Corners: What’s Your Favorite Frog? (5 

minutes 

B. Building Our Word Power: Adding Lesson 5 

Vocabulary to Our Vocabulary Notebooks (10 

minutes)  

2. Work Time   

A. Celebrating Our Word Power (14 minutes)  

B. Answering Questions about Frog Life Cycle, 

Skin, and Habitat (30 minutes) 

3. Closing and Assessment  

A. Debrief: Learning Target Check (1 minute) 

4. Homework 

A. Lesson 6 Homework 

• Review Four Corners (Appendix). 

• Post Four Corners Frog Signs: gold frog, red-eyed tree frog, tree hole frog, and wood frog into the four 

corners of the classroom (or four distinct areas).  

• In advance: Prepare anchor charts for the Student-friendly Definitions used in Lessons 3-5 or use a copy to 

project with a document camera. 

• Review: Helping Students Read Closely (Appendix 1). 

• Students will spend time reviewing the vocabulary terms collected in their Vocabulary Notebooks during 

Lesson 2-5.  

• For Lesson 7: Gather students’ topic-specific recording forms from Lessons 3-5 and students’ Staying Alive: 

Animal Adaptations text from Lesson 2. These could be paper-clipped for each student or placed in a make-

shift folder made from a folded piece of 12” x 18” piece of paper. If you feel students can respond to the 

prompts for the Back-to-Back/Face-to-Face activity in Lesson 7 without needing to review their recording 

forms, then don’t assemble the materials. 
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Lesson Vocabulary Materials 

(All vocabulary work in the lesson is a review 

of words highlighted in Lessons 2-5)  

 

This lesson includes use of the 

Vocabulary Notebook.  

All versions of the Vocabulary Notebook 

pages for all lessons are included in the 

Supporting Materials for Lesson 1. There is a 

version with all 4 columns blank.  There is 

also a version with the words for the lesson 

already filled in. Additionally, there is a 

version with the words and the definitions 

already filled in.  

• Everything you need to know about FROGS and Other Slippery Creatures texts 

• Four Corners Frog Signs: GOLD FROG, RED-EYED TREE FROG, TREE HOLE FROG, and WOOD FROG (new; 

teacher-created in advance, used during Opening) 

• Lesson 5 Vocabulary Notebook Page anchor chart 

• Student-friendly Definitions (from Lesson 5 for “Home, Sweet Home” words; for teacher reference) 

• Students’ Vocabulary Notebooks (used in previous lessons) 

• Student-friendly Definitions (from Lessons 3-5 to use as anchor charts) 

• Questions for the Text: Frog Life Cycle, Skin, and Habitat (one per student) 

• Lesson 6 Homework (one per student) 

Supplemental Materials 

• Questions from the Text: Frog Life Cycle, Skin, and Habitat (Alternate; answers partially written) 

• Questions from the Text: Frog Life Cycle, Skin, and Habitat (sample answers for teacher reference) 
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Opening Meeting Students’ Needs 

A. Four Corners: What’s Your Favorite Frog? (5 minutes)  

• Welcome students back to their learning adventure building their expertise about frogs!  

• Explain to students that today they are going to use the Four Corners protocol, a simple routine that allows them an 

opportunity to make a choice about something. They are going to stand in the corner of the room with other people who have 

the same answer to a question. When they are there, they are going to take turns explaining why they decided to go to that 

corner. 

• Announce the question to students: “What is your favorite frog? Your choices are the gold frog, the red-eyed tree frog, the tree 

hole frog, and wood frog (the frogs you read about yesterday).” 

• Have students turn to pages 18 and 19 in Everything you need to know about FROGS and Other Slippery 

Creatures. Tell them to look at the parts of those two pages that taught them a little about four freaky frogs: gold frog, red-

eyed tree frog, tree-hole frog, and wood frog. As they’re rereading, tell them to make up their mind about which of the four is 

their favorite.    

• Draw students’ attention to Four Corners Frog Signs: gold frog, red-eyed tree frog, tree-hole frog, and wood frog. Tell them 

that in a moment they will go stand in the corner to indicate their choice. However once they are in that corner with other 

students who picked the same frog, they will have to justify their choice using details from the text. 

• Naming one frog at a time, say to students: “If ______ frog is your favorite, go to this corner.” 

• Once students are in their corners, direct them to share why they chose that particular frog. Remind them to refer to details 

they read about as they answer this question. 

• Circulate and listen in to students’ conversations.  

• Consider providing sentence 

stems for ELL students: “I chose 

_____ because ______.” Post 

this on an anchor chart. 

• Supporting an opinion is an 

important skill for students to 

recognize and develop. 
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Opening (continued) Meeting Students’ Needs 

B. Building Our Word Power: Adding Lesson 5 Vocabulary to Our Vocabulary Notebooks (10 minutes)  

• Welcome students back and express your excitement about their growing expertise about frogs. Comment on all the words 

students added to the chart paper from their homework as they arrived today. Tell students that being curious about words 

helps to build their word power! 

• Display the Lesson 5 Vocabulary Notebook Page anchor chart.  

• Have students open their Vocabulary Notebooks to the page they’re using for the Lesson 5 words. Depending upon what 

version was used in their notebooks, they may have to only complete all four columns, or columns 2-4, or only columns3 and 

4. 

• Use the Using the Context of Informational Text: Figuring Out What “Home, Sweet Home” Words Mean or  

Student-friendly Definitions (from Lesson 5) as a reference (both have definitions for the Lesson 5 vocabulary). Write 

in the definitions on the Lesson 5 Vocabulary Notebook Page anchor chart as you read the definition aloud to students. 

Review each word as students add the words to their Vocabulary Notebooks.  

• Students should be very familiar with the purpose of each column on the vocabulary notebook page. 

• Encourage students to work with table-group members or others and allow them to share their thinking about how to word 

the definitions in their own words as well as share ideas for symbols or sketches. Let this work be a fun shared learning 

experience. 

• You will need to hold to the timing of the lesson. If students don’t finish, provide them with time later in the day or on 

subsequent days to finish these vocabulary notebook entries. Tell students that from now on, the words in their notebooks 

are tools to help them be better readers and great writers. 
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Work Time Meeting Students’ Needs 

A. Celebrating Our Word Power (13 minutes)  

• Compliment students on their great work building their word power with their Vocabulary Notebooks. What a great resource 

they’ve created.  

• Make sure students have their Vocabulary Notebooks. Start with the words from Lesson 2 (physical adaptations, behavioral 

adaptations, and adaptation). Since these words were worked with directly in Lesson 2, conduct a brisk review of these three 

terms. Students should check their work in their Vocabulary Notebooks to make sure they have the accurate definitions in 

column 2. 

• Display the Student-friendly Definitions for Lesson 3 as an anchor chart. Going one word at a time, review the 

student-friendly definitions (of clump, external, version, froglet) with students, with students verifying the accuracy of their 

work in column 2 for that page in their Vocabulary Notebook.  

• Next display the Student-friendly Definitions for Lesson 4 as an anchor chart. Follow the same pattern for the Lesson 

4 words: shed, cavity, suffocate, secretes, and mucus. Go one word at a time and allow students to check their work in column 2 

for accuracy. 

• Finally, display the Student-friendly Definitions for Lesson 5 as an anchor chart. Follow the same pattern for Lesson 5 

words: habitat, dweller, amplify, gaps, and canopies. Go one word at a time and allow students to check their work in column 2 

for accuracy. 

• Keep the three anchor charts on display for students to use at any point in the lesson.  

• Remind students of their hard work in Lessons 2-5. They definitely are on their way to being frog experts! Tell students that 

now they will be revisiting pages in their text Everything you need to know about FROGS and Other Slippery Creatures to 

rekindle their learning about frog life cycle, skin, and habitat. 
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Work Time (continued) Meeting Students’ Needs 

B. Answering Questions about Frog Life Cycle, Skin, and Habitat (30 minutes) 

• Students need their copy of Everything you need to know about FROGS and Other Slippery Creatures. 

• Share the learning target with students by reading it aloud: “I can use information in the words and illustrations help me 

answer questions about the frog’s life cycle, skin, and habitat.” 

• Since the reading and learning took place over three days, review with students the three sections of the text Everything you 

need to know about FROGS and Other Slippery Creatures that were read and worked with in Lessons 3-5: 

- “Life Cycle of a Frog” (Lesson 3, pages 14-15) 

- “Super Skin” (Lesson 4, pages 12-13) 

- “Home, Sweet Home” (Lesson 5, pages 18-19) 

• Tell students they will be revisiting these sections of the text in order to answer text-dependent questions. But in a departure 

from their normal routine, the sections will be read aloud to them again, one section at a time. 

• Distribute the Questions for the Text: Frog Life Cycle, Skin, and Habitat to students. Point out that the questions are 

grouped into three sections (Parts A-C).  

• Students will work in groups of four and discuss evidence that might be useful in answering the questions. Review the word 

evidence with the class as something we use to prove an idea we have.  

• Give groups 1 minute to assemble somewhere in the classroom with their Questions from the Text papers and their Everything 

you need to know about FROGS and Other Slippery Creatures texts. 

• Announce to groups that they should carefully read the two questions in Part A. Then students will listen and follow along in 

their own texts as pages 14-15 are read aloud. Pause for a few minutes after the two pages have been read to allow students to 

discuss evidence they could use in their answers for Part A.  

• Now announce for students to carefully read the two questions in Part B. Again students will listen and follow along in their 

texts as pages 12-13 are read aloud. Pause for a few minutes after the two pages have been read to allow students to discuss 

evidence they could use in their answers for Part B. 

• Finally, announce for students to carefully read the two questions in Part C. Students again will listen and follow along as 

pages 18-19 are read aloud. Pause for a few minutes after the two pages have been read to allow students to discuss evidence 

they could use in their answers for Part C. 

• There is an alternate version of 

the Questions from the Text that 

has answers partially written with 

sentence starters. 
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Work Time (continued) Meeting Students’ Needs 

• Have students return to their desks to write their answers. Give students 20 minutes to write their answers. Encourage them to 

look back in the text for evidence, especially since they have no notes from the evidence discussions. 

• Circulate and assist as needed. 

 

 

 

Closing and Assessment Meeting Students’ Needs 

A. Debrief: Learning Target Check (1 minute)  

• Gather students back together whole group. Revisit the learning targets. Use a sharing protocol like fist-to-five or thumb-o-

meter to have students self-assess their progress with the targets. 

• Congratulate them for using their reading skills of asking questions, rereading, and figuring out the gist of a text to help them 

build expertise about frogs and their habitats. Allow students to do a collective “Hip-Hip-Hooray” or a collective “high-five.” 

Celebrating learning is important to do. It allows students to feel rewarded for their efforts and proud for what they 

accomplished. 

 

 
 

Homework Meeting Students’ Needs 

• Take home the text Everything you need to know about FROGS and Other Slippery Creatures one last time. Share and enjoy 

other sections of this amazing informational text with family members. What section did you most enjoy? 

 

Lesson 7 is the mid-unit assessment. Review and prepare necessary materials. 
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Vocabulary Notebook (Lesson 5 Words) 

 
Words about:  

 

Vocabulary Word Definition Definition in My Own 

Words 

Picture or 

Symbol 

 

 

hibernating 

___________________ 

______________________ 

______________________ 

______________________ 

________________ 

___________________ 

___________________ 

___________________ 

 

 

 

dweller 

___________________ 

______________________ 

______________________ 

______________________ 

________________ 

___________________ 

___________________ 

___________________ 

 

 

 

amplify 

___________________ 

______________________ 

______________________ 

______________________ 

________________ 

___________________ 

___________________ 

___________________ 

 

 

 

gaps 

___________________ 

______________________ 

______________________ 

______________________ 

___________________ 

___________________ 

___________________ 

___________________ 

 

 

 

canopies 

___________________ 

______________________ 

______________________ 

______________________ 

___________________ 

___________________ 

___________________ 

___________________ 
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Student-friendly Definitions 
(from Lesson 3) 

 

 
 

clump 

 

 
a group of things close together 

 

We are going to have a picnic near the clump of trees. 

 

 
 

external 

 

 
outer part of something 

 

We wiped off the external surface of the garage door. 

 

 
 

version 
 
 

 
a form of something 

 

I wasn’t sure what version of the game we were playing. 
 

 

 

froglet 
        
 

 
a young frog; not yet an adult frog 

 

The froglet was floating in the water near the duckweed. 
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Student-friendly Definitions 

(from Lesson 4) 

 

 
 

shed 

 

to take off or lose  
 

The boy was so hot that he shed his coat to cool off. 

 

 
 

cavity 

 

 

a hollow place or hole 
 

The birds built their nest in the cavity of a nearby tree. 

 
 

secrete 
 
 

 

to release a fluid out of the body 
 

The skunk will secrete a fluid with a bad smell if it feels 

threatened. 

 

 

suffocate 
        
 

 

to smother; kill by not allowing to 
breathe  

 

The bird will suffocate if it cannot breathe. 

 

 

mucus 
        

 

 

a slimy or sticky material that coats 
certain parts of the body 

 

The mucus was coating the inside of her throat. 
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Student-friendly Definitions 

(from Lesson 5) 

 

 

 

 

 

hibernating 

 

to remain dormant (deep-sleeping) over 
the winter to conserve energy 

 

The ladybugs were hibernating within the logs waiting for 

spring. 

 

 

dweller 

 

 

someone or something that lives  
in a place  

 

The birds built their nest in the cavity of a nearby tree. 

 
 

amplify 
        
 

 

to make louder  
 

Being in the cave amplified my voice. 

 

 

gaps 
        

 

 

openings or spaces  
 

There were many gaps in the stone wall. 
 

 

 

canopies 
        

 

a rooflike covering that hangs over 
something  

 

The tree canopies shaded everything on the forest floor. 
 



 

 

GRADE 3: MODULE 2A: UNIT 2: LESSON 6 

 

Copyright © 2013 by Expeditionary Learning, New York, NY. All Rights Reserved. 

NYS Common Core ELA Curriculum  •  G3:M2A:U2:L6  •  June 2014 

CCI Enhanced Module (Williamsville Central Schools) • March 2015  •  14   
 

Questions from the Text: 

Frog Life Cycle, Skin, Habitat 

 

Name: 

Date: 

 

 

Reread pages 14 and 15. Then answer questions 1-3 in Part A. 

 

Part A: Questions about “Life Cycle of a Frog” (pages 14 and 15) 

 

1. Reread the sentence: “At first it feeds on the remains of the yolk.” In your own words, 
explain what the word “remains” means. Explain how you figured it out. 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Describe what a froglet might look like. Use specific details from the text to support 
your answer. 
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3.  What does a tadpole need to survive? Use specific details from the text to support 
your answer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reread pages 12 and 13. Then answer questions 4-5 in Part B. 
 

Part B: Answering Questions about the Frog’s Skin (pages 12 and 13) 

 

4.  How do frogs keep their skin moist? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. Why is a frog keeping its skin moist so important? Use details from the text to 

support your answer. 
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Reread pages 18 and 19. Then answer questions 6-7 in Part C. 
 

Part C: Answering Questions about a Frog’s Habitat (pages 18 and 19) 

 

6.  Reread the sentence about the tree hole frog:  
 

          “The little frog uses tree hollows to amplify its mating calls so that it can be heard  
            over long distances.”  
 

     What does the word “hollows” mean? How did you figure out the word’s meaning? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7.  What happens to the gold frog’s eggs when they hatch? 
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Questions from the Text: 

Frog Life Cycle, Skin, Habitat (Alternate) 

 

Name: 

Date: 

 

 

Reread pages 14 and 15. Then answer questions 1-3 in Part A. 

 

Part A: Questions about “Life Cycle of a Frog” (pages 14 and 15) 
 

1. Reread the sentence: “At first it feeds on the remains of the yolk.” In your own words, 
explain what the word “remains” means. Explain how you figured it out. 

 

I think the word ‘remains’ might mean ________________________. 

I think this because in the text it said __________________________ 

___________________________________________________. 

___________________________________________________. 

 

2. Describe what a froglet might look like. Use specific details from the text to support 
your answer. 

 

A froglet would be ______________________________________. 

It would have _________________________________________. 

It would also have ______________________________________. 
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3.  What does a tadpole need to survive? Use specific details from the text to support 
your answer. 

 
 

A tadpole needs ________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________. 

It would also need ______________________________________ 

___________________________________________________. 

 
 

Reread pages 12 and 13. Then answer questions 4-5 in Part B. 
 

Part B: Answering Questions about the Frog’s Skin (pages 12 and 13) 
 

4.  How do frogs keep their skin moist? 
 

 

Frogs keep their skin moist by ______________________________ 

___________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________. 
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5. Why is a frog keeping its skin moist so important? Use details from the text to 
support your answer. 

 

 

It’s important for a frog to keep its skin moist because ______________ 

 ___________________________________________________. 

If a frog’s skin doesn’t stay moist ____________________________ 

___________________________________________________. 

 

 

Reread pages 18 and 19. Then answer questions 6-7 in Part C. 
 

Part C: Answering Questions about a Frog’s Habitat (pages 18 and 19) 
 

6.  Reread the sentence about the tree hole frog:  
 

          “The little frog uses tree hollows to amplify its mating calls so that it can be heard  
            over long distances.”  
 

     What does the word “hollows” mean? How did you figure out the word’s meaning? 
 

 

I think the word “hollows” means ____________________________. 

I think this because in the text it said __________________________ 

___________________________________________________. 

In the picture it shows ___________________________________. 
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7.  What happens to the gold frog’s eggs when they hatch? 
 

 

The text said that gold frogs miss ____________________________ . 

When a gold frog’s eggs hatch _______________________________ 

___________________________________________________. 

Gold frogs live  _________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________. 
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Lesson 6 Homework 

 

Name: 

Date: 

 

Take home the text Everything you need to know about FROGS and Other 

Slippery Creatures one last time. Share and enjoy other sections of this 

amazing informational text with family members.  

 

What section did you most enjoy? 

 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

What made this section so enjoyable for you? 

 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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Questions from the Text: 

Frog Life Cycle, Skin, Habitat 

(Answers for Teacher Reference) 

 

 

Part A: Questions about “Life Cycle of a Frog” (pages 14 and 15) 

 

 

1. Reread the sentence: “At first it feeds on the remains of the yolk.” In your own words, 
explain what the word “remains” means. Explain how you figured it out. 

 

I think the word “remains” might mean what’s left or leftovers. In the text it said that the 
eggs hatch. In the next section it shows the tadpoles. Tadpoles need to eat to stay alive. 
When they come out of the egg, what’s left of the egg would be there for them to eat. 

 

 

2. Describe what a froglet might look like. Use specific details from the text to support 
your answer. 

 

In the section “Nearly there!” it shows the young froglet. It looks a lot like the adult frog 
but a little smaller. It still has a tail from when it was a tadpole but it’s not as long. It has 
arms and legs like a frog but they are smaller and kind of see-through. The froglet also 
kind of shiny or slimy. 
 

3.  What does a tadpole need to survive? Use specific details from the text to support 
your answer. 

 
For a tadpole to survive it needs food. When it first hatches, it eats what’s left of its egg. 
It eats the remains of the yolk. When it’s a little older, it needs tiny teeth to chew on 
plants and algae. Tadpoles also need gills to breathe because they live in the water. 
Tadpoles need to swim. Their tail will help them swim. 
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Part B: Answering Questions about the Frog’s Skin (pages 12 and 13) 

 

4.  How do frogs keep their skin moist? 
 
According to the text, frogs keep their skin moist by secreting a mucus out of their skin. 
The mucus is slimy and stops their skin from drying out. 

 

 

5. Why is a frog keeping its skin moist so important? Use details from the text to 
support your answer. 

 
According to the text, frogs have to keep their skin moist so they don’t suffocate. Frogs 
only get oxygen through their skin and only if their skin is moist. So if a frog’s skin gets 
too dry, it won’t be able to breathe. That means it will suffocate which means the frog 
will die. 
 

Part C: Answering Questions about a Frog’s Habitat (pages 18 and 19) 

 

6.  Reread the sentence about the tree hole frog:  
 

          “The little frog uses tree hollows to amplify its mating calls so that it can be heard  
            over long distances.”  
 

     What does the word “hollows” mean? How did you figure out the word’s meaning? 
 
I think the word “hollows” means hole or space. Trees can sometimes have holes or 
openings. The picture of the tree hole frog shows it sitting inside a little opening. Plus 
the frog’s name has the word “hole” in it. If I replace the word “hollows” with “holes” or 
“openings” the sentence makes sense. 
 

 

7.  What happens to the gold frog’s eggs when they hatch? 
 
According to the text, the gold frog doesn’t have a tadpole stage. It said that gold frogs 

are ground-dwellers. This means they live on the ground. Gold frogs don’t jump or 

climb well which means they may not be able to move about easily. If they can’t get to 

water or if there is no water nearby, gold frogs survive by skipping the tadpole stage. 

This is a behavioral adaptation of the gold frog. 


